
 

 

                                                                                                      SUMMER TERM NEWSLETTER No.6 

                                                                                                                           Friday 27th May 2022  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank you to EVERYONE for helping us to celebrate the upcoming Platinum Jubilee in style this week. We all 
enjoyed a right royal knees up! It was a lovely way of bringing the community together. We’ve enjoyed 
reading your lovely feedback. 
 
We all enjoyed listening to the children singing the special Platinum Jubilee song ‘Here’s to the Queen’ so 

much that we have filmed it again and uploaded it to Google Classrooms for you all to enjoy again and 
again! 
 
The Mayor of Stevenage, Sandra Barr, announced the winners of the Jubilee Bake Off, presenting trophies to 
the winners in the three categories: 
Star Baker: Children – awarded to Edward 

Star Baker: Parent – awarded to Mrs Thamoderam 
Star Baker: Staff – awarded to Mrs Purdue  

Well done to all the Star Bakers! 
All of the children who entered the competition were awarded a special certificate in assembly. They are all 
Bake Off winners!  

 

 



 

 

 
House builder Taylor Wimpey North Thames donated a cherry tree to the 
school to mark the Jubilee. A special plaque, made by the Royal Legion, 
was unveiled as the Mayor cut the ribbon to mark the occasion.  

 
The children enjoyed watching Taylor Wimpey gardener Dave Crowley 
plant the tree. 

 
Nikki Gibson, Sales and Marketing Director at Taylor Wimpey North 
Thames, said: “We are delighted to be supporting Woolenwick Infant and 
Nursery School with their Jubilee celebrations. The Queen’s Green Canopy 
project is such a fantastic way of celebrating such a momentous occasion 
and we’re delighted that the school has something to permanently 
remember it by.” 

 
The cherry tree, a small deciduous tree with ovate leaves turning orange 
and red in autumn, is the perfect way to commemorate the jubilee, linked 
to the Queen’s Green Canopy project, ‘Plant a tree for the Jubilee.’ We 

have already planted 200 hedgerow trees around its forest area as part of 
the initiative. This supports our commitment to the Global Goals, 
recognised by our long-standing Green Flag accreditation. 

 
We are incredibly grateful to Taylor Wimpey for providing the Jubilee tree. 
It is important to mark this milestone by making the occasion memorable 
and meaningful for the children. 
 

 

 
What a perfect way to close this half term.  

Enjoy the break.                                                                                                                        

Usha and Team Woolenwick 



 

 

SUMMER EXHIBITION: FAMILY HISTORY CANVAS 

Please take some time during the holiday to begin to create your canvas ready for the Summer Exhibition. 

Your child’s art will be displayed alongside our other learning about Greater Representation and our school 

community. 

The children will be bringing home full details today. Please take time to read through the instructions. 

We have enjoyed seeing your planning sheets and listening to the children telling us about them.  

Before you begin making your canvas together, please watch the video on Google Classrooms – Whole 

School Projects. You will have been emailed a link to join this. 

The film will give you ideas and show you how to use your planning sheet to create a collage to represent 

your family history. 

Please send in your completed canvas and planning sheet before Friday 24th June. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

LEARNING HIGHLIGHTS THIS WEEK 

NURSERY   

A discovery was made as the children came into Nursery one day this week. The children 

heard a ‘cheeping’ sound coming from inside the cupboard. 

What could it be?... 

 

RECEPTION 

We’ve been learning about a special story ‘Sulwe.’ We have been thinking carefully this 

week about which props and resources we could use to perform the story in our own 

words. 

MAPLE CLASS 

We have enjoyed writing in the first person in order to write diary entries, imagining we 

are the characters from our story ‘Kaya’s Heart Song’ and thinking about the characters’ 

thoughts and feelings. 

HAZEL CLASS 

We have been learning to use chromatography to break secondary colours down into 

their primary colours. We were amazed to learn that the ink in our pens was made of 

different primary colours to the paint that we use. 

YEAR 2 

We are really proud of all the Year 2 children for using their resilience to complete the 

quizzes over the last two weeks. 

BIRCH CLASS 

We have been using our history skills this week to research information about the Queen 

and the monarchy. 

ELDER CLASS 

We used the ‘Austin’s Butterfly’ technique to listen to peer feedback to edit and improve 

our draft self-portraits. Watch it here: Austin's Butterfly: Models, Critique, and 

Descriptive Feedback - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_6PskE3zfQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_6PskE3zfQ


 

 

Thought of the week: British Values 

Our school promotes British Values linked to our learning about the Platinum 

Jubilee 

The five British Values are democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual 

respect and tolerance.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guidance-on-promoting-british-values-in-schools-published 

Building Learning Power (BLP) Value this week; Relationships  

 

Music for the week  

Our artist of the week is 'Nimrod' 

from the Enigma Variations by Edward Elgar 

 

 
'Nimrod' is the name given to the ninth and best-known variation in Edward Elgar's 'Enigma Variations', an 
orchestral work of 14 variations composed between 1898 and 1899 and one of the greatest pieces of music 
of the 19th century. 

 
Each variation is also a portrait of one of 14 members of Elgar's family and friends. 
 
Variation XI (Nimrod) is dedicated to Augustus J. Jaeger, who helped the composer through some of his 
darkest periods of self-doubt and depression. 
 

Heard at many patriotic events, including the royal events and the Last Night of the Proms, most recently, 

Nimrod was played at the funeral of HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. An adaptation was also used by 
Hans Zimmer for the final moments of the 2017 film 'Dunkirk'. 
 
You can listen together to this version by the London Philharmonic Orchestra here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kgcwdpu09VQ  
 
 

 
TOP OF THE WORLD 
 

Skyrah shared the classic Carpenter’s track ‘Top of the World’ with everyone in assembly this week. 

Everyone enjoyed it and the children would like to learn the words so that we can all sing it together. 
Carpenters - Top Of The World (Lyrics) - YouTube 
 
 

FORD EMPLOYEES NEEDED 
 

We are applying for a Ford Britain grant to help fund the purchase of more musical instruments. 
If you know of anyone who works at Ford, could you ask if they would support our grant application, as we 
will then be "highly recommended for consideration". 
The deadline is 31st July to send our application in.  
Please contact the office if you can help.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guidance-on-promoting-british-values-in-schools-published
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kgcwdpu09VQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9BgNVW4T1eo


 

 

YOGA POSE OF THE WEEK 

Being in tune with nature is an important part of all-round good health. It is 

also an important aspect of yoga.  
 
This week the children have been thinking about the lifecycle of butterflies and 
frogs when completing their yoga classes. These poses help to strengthen their 

bodies, improve self-awareness and inspires imagination!  
 
Children have enjoyed the freedom of movement to flutter gracefully as 
butterflies, and the stillness when exploring starting life as a tiny egg. 
 
 
 

 

 

STAFF NEWS 

We have successfully trained student teachers for many years. Students learn alongside our 

outstanding educators. 

 

Following the successful completion of teacher training with us, we would like to 

congratulate Mrs Clare Sheldon, who has successfully secured her first teaching 

post in a Bedfordshire school. 

“I’ve really enjoyed my time at Woolenwick. It’s an amazing place to learn.” 

 

 

 

We are delighted to welcome Mr Ridgway to the team. Many of you had a chance 

to say hello to him at the Platinum Jubilee fete. Mr Ridgway will be based in Year 

2 in September. He graduated from the University of Birmingham with a Masters 

degree in Sports and Exercise Sciences. We know he will be an asset to the team 

and that the children will benefit from his expertise.  

“I am Mr Ridgway and will begin my teacher training course at Woolenwick Infant 

& Nursery this September. In anticipation, I have been visiting the school and 

assisting in the classroom which has been an amazing experience. The pupils and 

the staff have all given me a very warm welcome and I am excited to be part of 

such a lovely school!” 



 

 

HATTIE THE ENTREPRENEUR  

Hattie absolutely loved the recent visit from Venus the Guide Dog. 

Hattie’s Mum told us that it literally made her week! So much so 

that she wanted to raise some money for them, especially after 
hearing that £16 could buy a puppy a new coat! Hattie is dog 
obsessed! 
 
Hattie sorted her room out and collected unused items from family 
members. With the support of her family, she then held a car boot 

sale last Saturday and raised a whopping £105.05! 
 
What an incredible achievement! Well done, Hattie! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SPECIAL BAGS 

A huge THANK YOU to Simon’s Mum who donated some very special 

UNION JACK paper bags. 

Simon said, “This was the best fete ever!”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAREWELL 

Good luck and farewell to Evelyn and her family as they move away 

from the area.  

We will miss you! We wish you lots of luck in your new school.  

Stay in touch! 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Well done to Ella who has completed the Stevenage Walking 

Festival Family Trail as part of Healthy Stevenage by walking 

around the Lakes.  

Ella was very happy to have won a £20 gift voucher from the 

Community Development.  

 

 



 

 

STEVENAGE DAY 

This year, Stevenage Day will be bigger and better than ever before! 

The event will be launched with a carnival-style procession with 

members of the community dressed in flamboyant costumes, local 

dancers and musicians – as well as members of the public that want 

to join in! 

Our Educators will take part in the procession and encourage 

you to come along to join in with the junk percussion 

instruments we will make together in the upcoming workshops 

after half term. (See dates) 

In preparation for our part in the Stevenage Day procession, over half 

term, we will be asking you to collect items to make a junk percussion 

instrument. 

This could be:  

 A small juice or milk bottle with a lid 

 A small Pringle pot with a lid 

 Some rice, paper chips or dried beans to put inside.  

 

 

RAFFLE PRIZE 

Thank you to the Co-op Symonds Green for 

donating a ‘Movie Night In’ hamper for the raffle. And 

a huge THANK YOU to Jessie’s Mum for co-

ordinating. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

JUBILEE WALL HANGING 

The children have been learning about the Queen linked to the Platinum Jubilee. As part of this learning, 

each child created a drawing to depict the special occasion or represent the Royal family. The images were 

then collated into themes. Artist in residence, Caitlyn Bridgman then copied some of the children’s drawings 

and words onto fabric to create a Platinum Jubilee wall hanging. 

The wall hanging was displayed at the fete and will now move to the Stevenage Museum where it will form 

part of their Jubilee display. The Museum will be displaying a number of artefacts, including images of the 

Queen’s previous visits to Stevenage. 

 



 

 

WHAT’S COMING UP IN THE COMMUNITY… 

PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS AT FAIRLANDS LAKES… 

 



 

 

JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS AND A TRAIL IN THE OLD TOWN… 

 



 

 

PLATINUM JUBILEE HERITAGE TRAIL  

SATURDAY 4TH JUNE  

12.30 – 5.00 

 

The trail starts at Springfield House, and you need to find the numbered clues on various buildings along the High Street.   Before you 

start you might like to have a look at all the pictures and books in the hall.  Outside in the garden you can enjoy some refreshments 

before starting on your hunt for clues about the Jubilee and other things about the High Street a long time ago.   When you have 

completed the trail come back to Springfield House to get your treat.   

Today the mayor unveiled a plaque on the outside of this building.   

1.  Have a look at the new plaque on the outside wall of Springfield House.  What is the name of the family who lived here? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

You’ll find clue No. 1 near the plaque.  What is the important treasure that the Queen wore at her Coronation? 

……………………………………………………………………………………….…….. 

2. When you have finished here turn left out of the main door and walk along until you get to No. l4-16 High Street.  Look for clue no.2 

in the window.  

What is the Jubilee clue?  It’s another important treasure that the Queen had for her Coronation. What’s it called? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Have a look at the picture of the shop in 1970.   Do you know anything about George Brown?  If you want to know more, you will have 

the cross the main road and have a look at the building near the gates of the Thomas Alleyne Academy.   There is a blue plaque on the 

building which will give you the answer.  You can go via the underpass behind the houses on the Bowling Green, so you don’t have to 

cross the busy road.   Why was George Brown famous? 

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

3.  Now continue south along the High Street on this side of the road until you come to No.13 High Street.  Number is on the door to 

the left of the window.  Can you find clue no.3?   Look very carefully at the picture to see what this building was used for in 1970. 

……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

You’ve already found the State crown and the Orb, what is the additional Jubilee treasure on clue No.3? 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 



 

 

4.  Now continue south to the next building No. 15 High Street.  This used to be a public house.  Have a look at the picture on clue no.4.  

What sort of beer did they sell? 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

This clue also tells you the answer to where you can see the Crown Jewels when the Queen isn’t using them?   

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5.  Now continue south along the High Street until you reach No. 67 High Street.  This shop has had the same name for over 70 years.  

What sort of things can you buy here?  

…………………………………………………………………………………………….  

Can you find clue no.5?  What is the Queen’s coronation coach made of? 

 

..................................................,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

6. Continue along the High Street until you reach No.127 High Street.  This has changed many times over the last 70 years, What is it 

now? 

 

  ……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Look at clue no. 6   Where did the Queen’s Coronation take place? 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Before you carry on with the trail take a look inside Holy Trinity Church to see what is going on in there. 

Then cross the road and start going back north up the High Street until you get to No.120. 

 

7. Have a look at clue no.7 to see what this shop sold in 1970. What does it sell now? 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Clue no.7 also has a picture of the Queen’s official house in London. What is its name? 

..………………………………………………………………………………………… 



 

 

8.   Now carry on to No.84 High Street. There isn’t a number on the building but it’s where the Post office is now housed.   This shop has 

been a chemist for many years but it has changed its name several times.  What’s it called now? 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Clue no. 8 shows you another of the Queen’s homes.  This is where she has lived for most of the past 2 years.  What’s its name? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

9.  Continue until you reach No. 50. High Street.  This used to be Woolworths.  A famous name in the 1970s.  What shop is there now?    

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Have a look at clue no.9.  The Queen visited Stevenage in 1959.  Can you tell where this photo was taken? 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

10.   Continue along the High Street until you get to No. 52a High Street.  This was a private garage in 1970.  Now it’s a very small shop.  

What can you buy here? 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

The Queen visited Stevenage again in 2012.   Look carefully at the picture in clue no.10.  Where do you think she is in this photo? 

…….……………………………………………………………………………………………  

You have now finished the Jubilee Heritage Trail. 

 

Enter you name below and take your completed sheet back to Springfield House to get your treat.  You can use the underpass outside 

No.52a High Street which will take you straight back to Springfield House.  

 

Name……………………………………………………………………… 

 

We hope you have enjoyed doing the trail and have had a great time in our Historic High Street.   

 



 

 

AND LOOKING AHEAD . . .  

 DURING HALF TERM – Gather resources ready to make a junk percussion 

instrument at the workshops after half term – see information sent home 

 DURING HALF TERM– Watch the film on Google Classrooms, gather 

resources and begin to create your family history collage. Full details sent 

home today. 

 TUESDAY 7TH JUNE – NURSERY PARENTS 8.30am and 2.30pm – 

Percussion instrument making workshop and rehearsal procession 

 TUESDAY 7TH JUNE – RECEPTION PARENTS 2pm – Percussion instrument 

making workshop and rehearsal procession 

 WEDNESDAY 8TH JUNE – Year 1 PARENTS 2pm – Percussion instrument 

making workshop and rehearsal procession 

 THURSDAY 9TH JUNE – Year 2 PARENTS 2pm – Percussion instrument 

making workshop and rehearsal procession 

 SUNDAY 12TH June – Join us at Stevenage Day to take part in the procession 

 MONDAY 20TH JUNE - Whole school trip to Frinton – details to follow 

 FRIDAY 1ST JULY - Staycation Camping event 

 Week beginning 4TH JULY – Summer Exhibition 

 TBC – Summer Garden Party  

 THURSDAY 14TH JULY – Moving Up Morning 

Walk Once a Week (WoW)           

I’m delighted to let you know we continue to work with the national 

charity, Living Streets on an exciting ‘Walk to School’ project. WoW 

encourages families to walk to school at least once a week throughout the year. 

We have purchased pin badges from the charity, awarded to children who 

walk at least once a week for a month. There is a different badge to collect 

for each month of the school year.  

Thank you for your support with this project to promote our travel plan, healthy lifestyles and help with 

congestion around the school.  

Why are we encouraging walking to school? 

A generation ago, 70% of us walked to school. Now, it’s less than half that. We want to reverse the trend. 

Top 3 reasons why walking will benefit you and your family: 

Happier children – children who walk to school arrive refreshed, fit and ready to learn. 

Cleaner air – by walking to school, you can help improve the quality of air your child is breathing. 

Road safety – the walk to school is another opportunity for your child to learn road safety.                                                    

You will also contribute to fewer cars being on our local roads, making them safer. 



 

 

REMINDERS and NOTICES 

FOREST SCHOOL 

Every child takes part in Forest School whatever the weather.  

The children are in the forest for an hour each session. 

It is so important that you send your child to school in suitable clothing.  

This will ALWAYS include: 

 Long trousers 

 Long sleeved tops 

Legs and arms must be covered to give some protection against scratches from twigs and so on.  

Please dress for the weather – adding layers and a warm/waterproof coat in cold or wet weather and 

sunscreen and a sun hat on warm, sunny days. 

Forest School day isn’t a regular non-uniform day, it’s a day to wear suitable clothing for a prolonged period 

in the forest. Please be mindful that your child will be outside whatever the weather for Forest School, as 

well as at break time and lunch time.  

 

   
 

CELEBRATIONS 

Please be sure to check out our ‘Woolenwick Wall of Pride’ page on the school website, celebrating all the 

children’s achievements for last week; SEAL SUPER STARS, STAR LEARNERS, THE GOLDEN PEG 

AWARD, ATTENDANCE TED AWARD, BLP/ Building Learning Power Awards, and much more! 

 

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY 

The School Attendance Improvement Officer (AIO) visits the school regularly to check and monitor every 

child’s attendance and lateness. When your child is absent from school s/he misses the learning 

opportunities and experiences that have been planned. Each and every day is very important.  

Learning across the curriculum is planned for and developed over sequences of lessons. Each 

lesson is therefore important.  

Please make every effort to ensure your child attends school every day. We are doing our best to ensure 

your child succeeds. If your child is absent it is important to telephone the school and let us know.  



 

 

Every child and class needs to be hitting 96% weekly attendance target. If you should have any 

worries or concerns about your child’s attendance, please share them with the school. In the first instance 

please speak to your child’s class teacher. We take pride in working in partnership with all our families. 

Unless we are aware of any concern or worry you may have then we are unable to help you.  

Lateness 

If your child arrives late i.e. after the class register has been taken, they must come to the school office and 
be signed in via the electronic system, with the reason for lateness given. We are required to keep a record 

of children who arrive late and persistently late. A meeting will be organised to organise a plan of action to 
address the matter. 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together

Please can we remind everyone to park responsibly when dropping 

off and collecting children; please do not block neighbours’ 

driveways or park onto the grass verges outside the school gates. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ase.org.uk%2Fresources%2Fprimary-science%2Fissue-155%2Fteaching-future-let%25E2%2580%2599s-have-think-about-thinking&psig=AOvVaw1OMSk9nCIehHPAksYND1s7&ust=1602327332967000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCOjPstGsp-wCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


 

 

 


